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PREFACE.

THE three Catalogues which form the con-
tents of this volume were compiled in pur-
suance of instructions from the Honourable
Board of Commissioners on the Pusric
REcorps, in the years 1834 and 1835. They
are already printed In the Appendix to the
Report which the Commissioners made to
His late Majesty at the beginning of the
present year. But as that Report and Ap-
pendix form together a very large volume,
it appeared to me that 1 should render a
service, not wholly unacceptable, to that por-
tion of the community who desire to have at
hand a key to the contents of the depositories
of unpublished and undescribed historical
remains, by separating' these catalogues from
the other matter with which they are there
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incorporated, and forming them into a volume

of a convenient size ; and the Commissioners

were pleased to grant me permission to do so.

I print only a very small number of copies,
not more than one hundred and fifty; one
hundred for public sale, and fifty for private
distribution. It 1s a fact as evident as it is
unfortunate, that the purchasers of books of
detail and reference, and books not connected

with the exciting questions of the day, or
written to amuse a passing hour, are too

few to encourage the hope of any but the
most limited sale for even volumes which

contain literary information of permanent

utility more valuable and 1mportant than
what I have here to preseut.

It will be perceived that these Catalogues
have been tformed with an especial view.
One of the duties required of the Record

Commission was to prepare a supplement to
the great national work which reflects so

much splendour on the reign of Anne, and
makes celebrated throughout Europe, and
will make honourable throughout all time,
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the names of Somers and Montagu, —the
collection of historical documents popularly
known by the name of Rymer’s Foedera.
Many years passed before any progress was
made 1n the work. When it was undertaken,
some one, 1n evil hour, suggested that not a
supplement only should be prepared, but
that the whole work should be reprinted,
with such additional matter as might be col-
lected. Accordingly a new edition was pre-
pared, and the work was carried on to the
end of the reign of King Edward III., at
which period 1t had arrived, when, in 1831,
a former Commission was superseded, and
a Commission was granted to other persons,

with additional powers and objects.

After an examination which then took
place of the works in progress it was deemed
expedient to suspend the prosecution of this
edition, and to revert to the original design
of preparing a supplement only, It was in-
tended that this supplement should be as
honourable to the country which produced

It as was the original work ; that the extra-
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ordinary deficiencies of the original work
should be amply supplied ; and the intention
of the Committee of the House of Commons
of 1800, by whom the preparation of this
supplement was suggested, fully satisfied.
For this purpose it was proposed to the
Commission, I believe by Mry. Cooper, the
secretary, that there should be extensive
search for international documents in all
the great depositories of manuscripts, and
that the searches should not be confined to
England, but extended to countries which
in early periods had formed alliances with
England, in the not unreasonable expecta-
tion that public letters might be found which
our own enrolments did not contain, and
that treaties, which in their very nature con-
sisted of two or more parts, might exist in the
archives of other countries, though not found
in our own. It was also thought that while
this was doing, the opportunity might be
taken of obtaining information concerning
transcripts of records, and other historical
writings not diplomatic, 1n libraries of ma-

nuscripts of which no printed catalogue was
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already in existence. Thus it was hoped
that there would be brought together a body
of the most valuable information for the
historical student, while the only secure
foundation would be laid for the complete-

ness, as far as completeness 1s attainable, of

the collection of international documents.

These three Catalogues were framed in
pursuance of that design, and are a fragment
of the work contemplated ; and though I ob-
tained permission to include in the catalogue
of the Lincoln’s Inn Manuscripts the few
manuscripts which were neither diplomatic,
legal, political, nor historical, it will be seen
that I have constantly kept the object for
which the Catalogues were compiled in view,
and to this any peculiarities that may be ob-

served in them are mainly to be attributed.

In this, my own private work, I might
indeed have remodelled some portions of
the catalogues, and enlarged them in parts
where, if 1 had been proceeding without

instructions and left to act according to my
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own views of what a Catalogue of Manu-
scripts ought to be, I should have gone more
into detail; but the press was already set,
and I had no time for the undertaking.
The variations between the text of this vo-
lume and that of the Appendix to the .

Report are therefore few. But I have
introduced a short memoir on the life and

labours of Dodsworth, a man addicted to
the study of charter and record antiquities
with a devotion of mind of which the
world has seen few parallels. I have also
added the schedule of Sir Matthew Hale’s
manuscripts, drawn up by himself. This
schedule 1s annexed to his will in the Prero-
gative Office of his Grace the Archbishop
of Canterbury. In the same depository I
found the last will of Dodsworth, which
has enabled me to put beyond the himits of
a reasonable doubt an end to the question
by whose name, Dodsworth’s or Dugdale’s,
the Monasticon ought to be called. Six
William Dugdale would have been the last
man to desire that his name should eclipse
that of his laborious iriend, and no one has
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Jess need than he to desire a reputation that

is not wholly his own.

It was my intention to have introduced
in this preface a few remarks on matters

incident to myself, not very remote from
the subject of this volume. But I for-

bear, contenting myself with intimating
to the D’Israelis and Hallams of a future
age that they must not be too confident

that they can thread the mazes of all literary
history.

30, Torrington Square,
10th December 1837.
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who did so much to preserve the memory of other men.
I do not propose, however, to supply this deficiency in the
history of English historical literature, but only to furnish
some materials which may be used by those who may here-
after illustrate the course of historical inquiry in England
in the seventeenth century, the period of its highest glory.
It was the age of Savile, Camden, Spelman, Cotton, Sel-
den; and of D’Ewes, Dodsworth, and Dugdale.

Though little is really known of the life and studies of
Dodsworth, it is not that he has been without testimonies
to his high deserts. I shall set out with presenting two of
these to the reader, both from men themselves eminent for
antiquarian and historical learning, which will prepare
him to endure any minuteness of detail he will afterwards
find.

“« We cannot approach the borders of this county
“ [Yorkshire] without paying tribute to the memory of
“ that indefatigable collector of its antiquities, Roger
“ Dodsworth, who undertook and executed a work, which
“ to the antiquaries of the present age would have been
“ the stone of Tydides. One hundred and twenty-two
¢ volumes of his own writing, besides original manuscripts
“ which he had obtained from several hands, making
% altogether one hundred and sixty-two volumes folio, now
¢ lodged in that grand repository of our ancient muni-
“ ments the Bodleian Library (at Oxford), are lasting
“ memorials what this county owes to him, as the two
“ volumes of the Monasticon (which, though published
“ under his and Dugdale’s names conjointly, were both
« collected and written totally by him) will immortalize
“ that extensive industry which has laid the whole king-
“ dom under obligation.”~—British Topography, by Richard
Gough, Esq., 1780, vol. i1. p. 395.

Hearne does not often indulge in such flights as he has
taken in the following passage:— I never look upon
“ these volumes (and I have frequent occasion to inspect
“ them) without the utmost surprise and wonder; and
« I cannot but bless God that he was pleased out of
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« his infinite goodness and mercy to raise up so pious and
« diligent a person, that should, by his blessing, so eflec-
« tually discover and preserve such a noble treasure of
“ antiquities as is contained in those volumes; most of
“ the things in them are written with his own hand; and
“ sometimes the genealogical tables, and the notes upon
“ them are done with that exquisite care and judgment,
“ that I cannot but think much otherwise of this eminent
“ person than the author of the Athene Oxonienses. Ifor
“ it plainly appears to me that his judgment and saga-
“ city were not inferior to his diligence; and I see no
“ reason to doubt but that if he had lived to have written
“ the antiquities of Yorkshire (as he once designed) it
“ would have appeared in a very pleasing and entertaining
“ method and in a proper, elegant style, and would have
“ been set out with all other becoming advantages.” Pre-
himinary Observations to Willis's Mitred Abbies, Lelond’s
Collectanea, ed. 1774, vol. vi. p. 78,

The passage in Wood to which Hearne expresses his
dissent is this:—* He was a person of wonderful industry,
“ but less judgment; was always collecting and tran-
“ seribing, but never published any thing”* The
memory of Dodsworth must not be flattered. He is rather
to be regarded as one of the pioneers of literature; and
there is certainly no evidence that he possessed the power
of combination, which is what both Wood and Hearne
mean by ¢ judgment” He certainly must be regarded
as having shown a disinclination to the attempt. It is
perhaps no reproach to his memory that he failed to exe-
cute any ome of the three magnificent literary designs
which during his life he kept constantly in view, for few
can tell the difficulties and obstacles in the way of accom-
plishing any vast design of literary labour; but it is not
50 easy to explain why he left no specimen of his power of
combination on any smaller scale, no history of a monas-
tery, a family, or a parish, except on the supposition that

e
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* Ath. Oxon.— Fasti, vol. ii. col. 699. ed. 1692.
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he felt a repugnance to the attempt. Lven in the Monas-
ticon he piled document upon document, so that the work
resembles rather one of those piles of Cyclopean archi-
tecture than a finished work of Greeian art.  There
15 nothing in it of the callide junctura. It is an
unwise act of affection to his memory to attempt to rest
his fame on any thing than that by wonderful exertion
and industry he prepared materials to be used by other
men, and has preserved a prodigious mass of information
for historical writers, which is now no where to be found
but in his volumes,

Dr. Whitaker pronounces a more discriminative judg-
ment: with him Dodsworth 1s “ a man whom 1t is impos-
“ sible for an antiquary to name without veneration; not
“ for any acuteness of observation or felicity of con-
“ jecture, nor for having illustrated or adorned any indi-
“ vidual subject; but for the self-devotion of having
« consumed his life in the unceasing toil of accumulating
« materials for future topographers at a period when those
“ materials were on the point of perishing and being for-
« gotten for ever.” History of Llichmondshire, vol. ii. p. 76.

The Monasticon Anglicanum is the only printed work to
which the name of Dodsworth is prefixed. In the title
page to the first volume his name stands before that of
Dugdale. 'The date of that volume is 1655, the year after
Dodsworth’s decease. A question has been raised re-
specting the relative shares of Dodsworth and Dugdale in
that work. A letter of Dugdale, recently brought to
light, seems to decide the question.®  He allows that two
thirds of the work were Dodsworth’s, one third his own:
but he says the labour of bringing the work to what it was
rested wholly on himself. He hesitated about placing his
name in the title page at all, and was induced to do so by
the representations of Rushworth, who had done much to
promote the design, The name of Dodsworth stands first

p——

¥ Hlustrations of Laterary History, by John Nichols, vol. iv.
p. 62.
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in the second volume also, which was not published till
1661. To the third volume only Dugdale’s name is pre-
fixed. It must on the whole be allowed that we ought
rather to say Dodsworth’s Monasticon than Dugdale’s,
Sir John Marsham’s preface was the work of neither.

An English Monasticon was one of the three great
designs of which I have spoken. Another was a history
of the Baronage of England; towards this work he did
no more than collect materials to be wused by other
men. He has not left us the history of a single house;
for his accounts of the Butlers and the Ogles in these col-
lections are but fragments, and are besides without
texture. I do not call his genealogical schemes histories;
they are extremely valuable, and of most of them it may
be truly affirmed, after Hearne, that they are « done with
“ exquisite care and judgment.” As to thewr form and
appearance they are singularly rude, and on a first view it
might appear that it would be scarcely possible to follow
the courses of the lines connecting the successive genera-
tions ; but all is really done with great exactness, and they
carry with them, in the references to the several volumes
of his collections containing the documentary evidences,
very satisfying proofs of the authentic character of the
innumerable facts contained in them.

The third of his great designs, each almost sufficient
for the labour of a life, was a general History of the county
of York. In respect of this work I cannot but be of a
different opinion from Hearne. It seems to me that the
reluctance to attempt combination and literary composi-
tion would have prevented him from giving to a work of
this nature that unity of which, notwithstanding its com-
pass and variety of subject, it is susceptible, or of relieving
the dull detail of many minute facts, which nevertheless
must be presented to the reader, by general observations
or by occasional enlargement where points of peculiar
curiosity or of public interest are presented. His church
notes appear to me decisive to this point. He views those
edlﬁces, then, both in their structure and in the remains
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of antient days contained in them, more objects of
curiosity than even now they are, though still of all objects
of frequent occurrence the most curious and interesting in
our land, with the eye of a herald only, giving us a
punctual account of the arms which he observed on them,
accurate copies of any Inscriptions he read in the windows
or on the monumental memorials, but apparently quite
unimpressed with the remains of ancient art presented to
him, and never attempting to describe the fabricks them-
selves, or offering a conjecture or a conclusion on the
evidence which they themselves present of the age to
which they belong. In fact his history of Yorkshire
would have been, like the topographical works of Dugdale,
Thoroton, Chauncy, and Atkyns, of great value for the
facts which they present, but very unlike the labours in
the same department of Warton, Surtees, and Whitaker.*
Roger DopswortH was born, as he himself informs
us$, in 1585, the 28th year of Klizabeth, on the 24th day
of July. The place of his birth was Newton Grange, as
he also informs us in the same memorandum. This house
is In the parish of Saint Oswald, or, as it is usually called,
the parish of Oswald Kirk, about twenty miles north of
York, in the wapentake of Rydal, in the pleasant and open
country between Gilling and Helmsley. It was the resi-
dence of his maternal grandfather Ralph Sandwith, whom
he calls ¢ Esquire.” He was baptized in the church of
Saint Oswald. If we may suppose that he was frequently
living among his relatives at this house in his childhood,
we may trace the passion which he felt for feudal and
monastic antiquities to impressions taken from the region
in which he was born. Near to him was the ancient seat
of the Fairfaxes at Gilling, where was a room, still mag-
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* 1 mean of course Dr. Thomas Dunham Whitaker, not
John Whitaker, whose excellence lay in another line. I should
have thought this note unnecessary, were there not critics, who
have honoured me with their notice, to whom the distinction is
unknown.
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